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An Organization whose purpose is to foster the 
understanding and enjoyment of personal computers. 


A New Beginning 
C64/C128 News from Foster McCowan 


[This article is published with the permission of the 
Metroplex Commodore Computer Club of Dallas, TX 
with whom we exchange newsletter disks.] 


This issue begins something that this author hopes will be 
an oft repeated event: An article for Commodore 64 and 
128 users will appear in these very pages! Actually, for 
attention-starved Commodore 8-bit computer owners, this 
section hopefully will focus on the many positive aspects 
of owning Commodore 64/128 computers. Since we will 
be concentrating on the growth aspects of Commodore 
8-bit computers, our major emphasis will be on the 
plethora of new hardware that’s being produced, the 
GEOS operating system, the excellent software being 
developed for the Commodore 128, and games. To this 
end, contributions from all would-be writers, 
accomplished programmers, expert gamers, or more 
importantly, readers of this newsletter, would be 
appreciated. You may upload the contribution on the 
MCCC BBS, leave E-MAIL to me, or call me at home. 
This issue going forward affords us the opportunity to 
reorient our interests toward learning and developing new 
multifaceted uses for our computers and to share that 
experience with others. There is no better vehicle for 
accomplishing those goals than with our participation. 


A Brief History 
Let’s go way, way back for a moment. The Commodore 
64 was developed in the early eighties for a home market 
when there was no home market. It included a 
40-column screen because it was designed for its users to 
be able to use a television for its screen output. One thing 
they didn’t consider is that a 40-column screen is horrible 
for word processing. Add to that a one megahertz clock, 
the slowest disk drive in the business, and a 64K memory 
and you had the makings of a pretty sad little computer. 
However, since it was originally designed as a gaming 
machine to compete in the video game market of the 
early eighties, Commodore outfitted these machines with 
some pretty spectacular features too. There are sixteen 
colors (256, if you use half-toned graphics), sprites 
Continued on page 6... 


P.O. BOX 16126, Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


This Month’s Schedule 


Sunday, March 17, 1991 


9:00 - 9:30 Meeting Registration. Visit our PCG Store and 
find some great prices on blank disks. 


9:30 - 11:00 Morning Sig Meetings. 
Amiga 
Beginner-C64-C128 


11:00 - 12:00 Computer Electronics Interfacing in the 
Main Lecture Hall. 


12:00 - 12:30 A small break, PCG Store open and raffle 
tickets drawn. 


12:30 - 1:30 Afternoon SIG Meetings: GEOS 


Inside... 
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Amiga SIG 
64/128 Library News 
Marilyn discovers gold and still she manages 
to provide several Disks of the Month 
Amiga News 
Isit OASE VOU? ssssisiciscasisaccverarsvesctacsocssvercrwnssceans 7 
Amiga Librarian 
You have to give a little to get alot 
Secretary’s Report 
The first in a series of articles 


PCG DIRECTORY 


Pittsburgh Commodore Group (PCG) PO BOX 16126 Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


BOARD MEMBERS 
President Neal Kushner 828-3505 
V.P. & Librarian Marilyn Richards 531-0531 
V.P. for Programs Nick Kish 462-7357 
(Speakers, Demos,etc.) 
Director of Public Relations John Blasdell 773-4206 
Treasurer Mark Snowden 487-4725 
Secretary John Mulcahy 921-3947 
Board Ken Slone 276-4645 
Members Bob Agostino 276-7148 
at Large Rick Bilonick ‘ 
Past President Reg Ney 655-3261 
MEETINGS 


Meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of every month, except July & 
August, at Duquesne University’s Mellon Science Hall. Visitors are 
welcome. 

9:30 - 9:45am Doors open at Mellon Hall. Registration, Doughnuts 
& Coffee, Vendor’s Tables & Flea Market open. 

9:45 - 11:00am Special Interest Groups AM Sessions 

11:00am - 12 Noon Business meeting and/or Scheduled Speakers in 
Falk Hall on the first floor. If no meeting or speaker is scheduled, 
SIG’s continue. 

12 Noon - 1:00pm PCG Store opens, Vendor’s Tanles & Flea 
Market re-open 

1:00 - 3:00pm Special Interest Groups PM Sessions 


LIBRARY 

The Librarians, Neal Kushner and Marilyn Richards, copy PUBLIC 
DOMAIN and SHAREWARE disks for PCG Members. There is a 
small fee for the disk and service. The Librarians also accept 
donations of software for all Commodore computers, and attempt to 
help members locate programs in our extensive library. 

PCG BBS 

The PCG BBS can be reached at 2400/1200/300 bps, 8 bits, no parity, 1 
stop bit. Call 434-5483 24 hours a day. Sysop: John Mulcahy. 


DISCUSSION GROUPS 


For those who are new members or are not familiar with the 
workings of the PCG, we hold discussion groups as a part of the 
meeting, before and after the regular business meeting. Discussion 
groups are the informal gatherings that the PCG tries to hold each 
month so that various users can get together and share their ideas or 
questions about the many aspects of Commodore computing. 

Discussion topics may range from how to set up that new 
C128 to compose music using machine language or the ins and outs 
of using your modem with Compuserve or QLink. We hope to 
establish several varied discussion groups at each meeting and then 
report back the results or findings in the newsletter the next month. 
Everyone is welcome to come, ask questions, sit back and listen, 
offer advice and have a good time. 

I would like to know your thoughts concerning discussion 
groups. If you have a particular subject or idea you’d like to see, this 
is your chance to speak up. We plan to continue with the C128, 
Amiga, GEOS, and educational groups on a monthly basis again this 
year. I would like to expand the groups so that we can introduce 
graphics, music, telecommunications, etc. to both the new and 
current members. Please volunteer your service if you can. You 
don’t have to be an expert to lead a group, just have an interest and 
be willing to share some time with your fellow users. 

Amiga - Rick Bilonick 
MS-DOS - J. Hankowsky (279-1 
Geos - John Blasdell (773-4206) 
C-64/C-128 - Jack Kerchner 


NEWSLETTER 

The Newsletter is published monthly. Its $1.50 cost is included in 
the $20.00 annual Membership Fee. Members are encouraged 
to submit articles of all types, Please proofread carefully. Upload 
your article to the PCG BBS. All submissions received by the last 
Sunday of the month will be considered for inclusion in next month’s 
issue. You may also mail your articles on paper or on disk to the 
PCG at the above address. Preferred formats are ASCII, 


Wordperfect 4.x, SpeedScript, or EasyScript, although other formats 
may be accepted. 

Editor: Eric Kennedy Phone: 264-6824 

This issue of the PCG Newsletter was created using the following: 
HARDWARE 

Amiga 1000, LaserWriter, Migraph Hand Scanner, and assorted other 
goodies 

SOFTWARE 

Professional Page, WordPerfect , Uedit, Touchup, ExpressPaint 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Membership Dues are $20 for one year. Bring this application & a 
check to the next meeting, or mail to: 
Pittsburgh Commodore Group 
PO BOX 16126 Pittsburgh, PA 15242 
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THE CLUB NOW EXCEEDS 250 FAMILIES, 
and we mail to over 50 other User Groups around the world. The 
total computerist readers of this newsletter is in the thousands. 


PCG STORE 

The PCG Store features monthly specials on disks, books, 
magazines, and assorted useful items. See the descriptions in this 
Newsletter. Back orders, and Mail orders are possible by 
arrangement with the Manager or Librarian. 


ADVERTISING 


Full Page $60 
Half Page $40 
Quarter Page $25 
Classified Ads FREE to Members 

All requests for ads MUST be accompanied by camera-ready art 
and payment in full, and must be received by the first day of the 
month in which they are to appear. Please mail your requests to the 
address shown at the top of this page. 
THANK YOU 


To our Supporting Sponsor, Duquesne University. 
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President’s Notes 


by Neal Kushner 


Well the votes are in and Rick Bilonick is our 
new Board Member at Large (BML) and will now sit at 
the board meetings and have a vote. He is your 
representative to make your wishes known at the board 
meetings. Please talk to Rick, as well as your other two 
BMLs Ken Slone and Bob Agostino, and let them know 
what you expect to have happen at these board 
meetings and what you want. 

Speaking of volunteering sometime in the next 
few months almost everyone will be contacted about 
running for office. Our group’s elections will be 
coming up soon. This is your chance to change things. 
This is your chance to help the PCG. This is your 
chance to do something to support the group. When 


Amiga SIG 


by Rick Bilonick 


There was some excitement at the last Amiga SIG 
meeting. I had brought my copy of TheA64Package (a 
public domain C64 emulator by Cliff Dugan of 
Questronix) to the meeting, along with the little box 
that allows you to hook up 1541 floppy drives and old 
CBM serial printers to the Amiga. The box plugs into 
the parallel port of any Amiga 
500/1000/2000/2500/3000 (the 1000 needs an adapter). 
I had used the device on my GVP 68030 accelerated 
Amiga 2000 without any problem and lent it to a friend 
with a 500, again without problems. Reg Ney had 
loaned us his Amiga 2500 for the demo. When I 
reached his machine in the auditorium, Workbench was 
already running. Being careful, I turned the machine 
off before plugging anything into any of the ports. I 
plugged the box into the parallel port, hooked up the 
drive and then turned the 2500 on. The machine failed 
to boot and the hard drive light flashed intermittently! 
You know that sinking feeling you get when you 
suspect disaster has struck? The only thing that 
occurred to me was that I had destroyed one or more 
chips in Reg’s machine by plugging in the A64 


called think about it and run. 

This month we have something different being 
presented. Reg Ney will give a presentation on computer 
electronics and hardware. 

Please mark on your calenders the following 
meetings: 


This months topic is Electronics and Hardware 


April is Animation 
May is Utilities 
June is Word Processing and D.P. 


Some people have already volunteered to help 
with the presentations but we could use more help. If one 
of these topics is familiar to you, and you could present 
something you are working on, or have worked on, please 
contact me. 


Once upon a time in the far off kingdom of 
Pittsburgh there was a computer users group...And there 
still is !!!! om 


emulator box! I figured there must be something wrong 
with the box and I had fried Reg’s 2500! Before I had 
bought the Questronix box, I had heard some rumors 
that some people had had similar problems. 
Fortunately, there was (and is) nothing wrong with the 
Questronix box. It tumed out that Reg’s machine had 
been having some hard drive read/write errors and 
refusing to boot. Reg finally got the 2500 booted. I 
was able to demo the A64 emulator - to a certain point. 
On the 2500, it would bring up the familar (to those of 
us that have had 64’s) 64 screen and run typed in 
BASIC programs but would not run programs from the 
1541 drive. Instead it repeatedly crashed the 2500. 
Apparently the A64 emulator isn’t compatible with 
2500’s. It does work well on 500’s and 2000’s. I 
haven’t yet had a chance to try it on a 3000. 


Reg was more successful in his demo of Distant Suns 
(Virtual Reality Labs). This program had a lot of 
interested members watching. We also had the Amiga 
Video Magazine and two Amiga video tapes lent to us 
by Kim Cannon of CDR Systems of Swissvale 
(351-1700). 


This month, Reg Ney will be demoing Vista (Virtual 
Reality Labs). This software allows you to reconstruct 
actual landscapes from USGS digital terrain maps. The 
camera can then move throughout the landscape for 
Continued on page 7... 


PCG Newsletter 3 


Library News 


by Marilyn Richards 


| eK )] For those unable to attend the 


O February meeting because of the 


snow storm, rest assured that last 

month’s featured disks will be 

0 available at the March meeting. 

Stop at the library table to pick up 

your copy of Desterm v1.2 (Disk #115), Pro 128 Term 

v16.1 (Disk #61), Income Tax Program by Harv Harris 

or Feature Disks #60, #65, and #66. These three feature 

disks include games and utilities--a data base program, 

super utilities, catalog program, sid organizer, disk 

filers and utilities. Refer to the February newsletter for 

a review of the programs. Disks #67-74 include games 

compiled for your convenience. The contents of each 
disk are listed elsewhere in the newsletter. 


DOM #75 


This disk comes to us from Commodore Long Island 
Club (C.L.LC.). Load "*",8 <CR> then, RUN <CR>. 


Front MENU_CREATOR_yv4.1s 
STEROPLAYER v10 

SA_MANAGER_v1.0 CR/UNC/PRINT 
FILE_BOX_II PS_UTILITY/VIEW 
ROTATIONS 

Back PS_PICS GEOS_FILES: 
SPELLCHECKER_128 SCRAP_IT 

SC_DOCS GRAFIX_FORMATS 

DSTDI1 TOPRINTSHOP 
FROMPRINTSHO 


MENU_CREATOR_v4.1s was used to create the 
opening menu for this disk. It is a very easy program to 
use. An earlier version of this program was featured on 
DOM #58. Documentation is included on the disk. 


SA_MANAGER v1.0 is a savings account manager. 
From the main menu, set the date, make a deposit or 
withdrawal, edit a transaction, print a transaction, 
access disk, erase transaction or exit the program. I 
haven’t used this yet. I keep spending my savings 
before it I make it to the bank. 


FILE_BOX_II by Kevin Tracy is a database program 
that is simple to use. Choose from Find, Input, Change, 
Names (of files), Load and Save to store and retrieve 
data. 


ROTATIONS by Dane Luke Appalsammy is a game for 
the C64. After loading, hit RUN/STOP to start the 
game. Intriguing. Attempt to fill the columns with 
different shapes, rotating as needed. The player designs 
the maximum height and width of the column as well as 
the speed of descent. 


STEREOPLAYER v10 is the Stereo Player Keyboard 
V10.3 by Mark A. Dickenson. Four songs are included 
on the disk. 


CR/UNC/PRINT is 
HIRES_CRUNCH/UNCRUNCH/PRINT by Rich 
Wagner. This program was based on Mark Zamara’s 
"Compressor" in TRANSACTOR, vol 6, issue 4. It now 
works with the Gemini 10 and compatible printers. 
HiRes graphics include Dick Tracy, COED, George 
Jetson, cat’s face and fish. 


PS_UTILITY/VIEW is the PRINT_SHOPPING_BAG. 
This is a utility program to convert Print Shop Graphics 
<--> PrintMaster Graphics. Some graphics included on 
the back of the disk. 


SPELLCHECKER 128 is an 80 column Spellchecker by 
Mark L. Ledford (Kentucky). Load "Master",8,1 <CR>, 
then type RUN <CR> to display the main menu. This 
program checks spelling in standard text files, whether 
they are stored as SEQ, PRG or USER files. Create and 
edit customized dictionary lists or use the 41,000 word 
Standard Dictionary (DSTD1) that is provided. 
Specialized dictionaries can be developed and saved as a 
supplement to the standard dictionary. A simple way to 
develop a specialized dictionary list is to convert a 
SEQUENTIAL _file to a word list. This option is easy 
to do from within the program. Dictionary files are 
checked at a rate of 20-25 words per second and can be 
listed to the screen or printer. Keep in mind, this is not a 
grammer checker, only a spelling checker. For $6, three 
additional disks with 67 sequential files listing 92,000 
unique words can be purchased from the author. Full 
documentation is on the disk as SC_DOCS. These can 
be accessed from within the program or printed out 
beforehand using a sequential file reader/printer. From 
the main menu choose from 

Load a dictionary (do first to use modules) 

Check spelling 
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Convert SEQ file to word list 

Create/Add word list to dictionary 

Add single words to dictionary 

View word list 

Compress/Decompress word list 

Count words in word list 

Read/Print program information (DOCS) 

Quit program 

F3 lists directory 

A note at the bottom left of the opening screen identifies 
which dictionary is currently in use. Until a dictionary is 
loaded, it will show: NONE. After loading the Standard 
Dictionary, it will show: STD1. 


GEOS Files on this side include 

SCRAP_IT 

GRAFIX_FORMATS 

TOPRINTSHOP 

FROMPRINTSHO 

I have not reviewed these four programs, but from the 
titles, I suspect they may be graphic converters. 


DOM #76 
This special disk of GEOS utilities is from the 
Harrisburg Area Computer Group (H.A.C.G.) Software 
Library. 


Front CONVERT_2.5 
GRAPHICVIEWv1.1 


SERIAL_NUMBER 


GEOLISTv2.2 FILERET CONVERT 
GEOS.DIR PRINTER BLUEPENCIL 
GEOWRITE.CONV 

GEODEX TOOLKIT GEOSLEEVE 
GEOS_LABELS-80 TOOLKITDOC 


WRONG_IS_WRITE 


CONVERT.DOCS SCREEN_PRINTER 
POWER_COMMANDS2 

MACATTACK2.SDA BC1201M 
RULER.GEOPUB 

GEOSIDPLAYER GEOTACTOEV2.1 
HEADERETTE 

Back GRABBER.LBR GEORGANIZER 
ICON.EDITOR.SDA 

QUIK.TOP PS.LIBRARIAN 
FONT.EDITOR2.2 

CALENDAR PAINTVIEW.2 
FONT.EDITOR.DOCS 

DATE.BOOK NOTE.PRINTER.SDA 


DA-RUNNER.SDA 


SERIAL_NUMBER GRAPHICS_STORM 


DOM #77 


This disk from H.A.C.G. Software Library features both 
computer and typing tutorials. 


Front MENU.2 
COMPUTER-TUTOR-1 through 7 
ML_TUTOR.SDA 

49 blocks free 


Back TYPING_TUTOR 
MENU 

22 LESSONS 

84 blocks free 


The menu on the front side of the disk does not work 
correctly. It will load and list, but not RUN. 


COMPUTER-TUTOR-1 through 7 appears to be a 
BASIC programming tutorial. It provides a simple 
explanation for each key and graphic symbol used in 
programming and gives examples of how to use it 
during programming. Hints, tips and shortcuts are given 
throughout the tutorial. A simple basic program is 
developed while using the program. Computor tutor-2 
loads from the first level. It can also be loaded 
independently from the directory as can all the other 
levels. Since the menu does not work, load the tutors 
from the directory. There are seven different tutor files. 
Type LOAD "computer-tutor1",8 <cr> then RUN. 


ML TUTOR.SDA is a 134 block file that must be 
dissolved on a separate disk. Just load the file, type 
RUN, then insert a fresh formatted disk and hit 
RETURN <cr>. Remember to use a separate disk since 
there are only 49 blocks free on this one. I have not 
tried this program. 


TYPING_TUTOR_for the C64 is on the back of the 
disk. The MENU on this side works. Load "*",8 <cr> 
then RUN <cr>. Choose from Lessons 1-22. Your 
typing skills should improve if you use this program. 


DOM #78 


Another fine disk from C.L.LC. that offers utilities and 
games for everyone. Load the MENU on side one with 
LOAD "*",8 <cr> then RUN. Side two is loaded from 
the directory. Continue on page 9... 
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A New Beginning...Continued from page 1 

(movable object blocks), three different character display 
modes, two different bit-mapped screen resolution, and a 
three-voice Sound Interface Device (SID) chip. All these 
are capabilities that you would spend thousands for on 
selected PC computers. Commodore sold these like hot 
cakes, and improved the product when it produced the 
Commodore 128 computer, that even today matches up 
well with PC’s. With all of these advantages, this 
computer still lacked a disk operating system -- DOS. 
Programmers can tell you what difficulties this causes. It 
was later installed in it’s disk drives. 


Then Came GEOS 

GEOS was an opportunity waiting to happen. In the 
mid-eighties, a joint venture was formed to produce a 
product for the airline industry dubbed the Sky Tray. The 
idea was to put battery powered computers on airline 
seating trays. Like a laptop computer, these would come 
with a liquid crystal display and membrane keyboard. 
Berkeley Softworks was to develop the operating system 
for the Sky Tray, which was based on a variant of the 
6510 chip, the 6502 (the Commodore’s 8-bit computer 
uses the 6510 processor). The idea for the Sky Tray was 
to have a MacIntosh like operating system -- a menu 
driven, icon based environment for the user to interact 
with. [PCG Assistant Editor’s Note: A graphic, icon and 
mouse operating system was not original to the 
MacIntosh! They should be congratulated on copying a 
good idea, however. R.A.B.] An excellent idea, it was 
accepted real well by the airline industry. However, by 
the time the operating system was developed, the airline 
industry became extremely competitive, and cost cutting 
measures were the order of the day. Thus the extra cost of 
on-board computers, not to mention the added weight and 
the cost that that brings to the table sounded the death 
knell for this operating system. So Berkeley Softworks 
was left holding the code for an operating system that had 
no home. 


Along Came the Commodore 64 

Berkeley observed that the Commodore 64 was a 6502 
based system with no real operating system on board. 
Here was an incredibly huge market of low end 
computers, whose needs for an operating system could be 
met with minimal translation. It was at this stage in June 
1986 that GEOS was born. GEOS is an acronym for the 
Graphic Environment Operating System. In late 1986, 
Commodore dubbed it the "official operating system for 
the Commodore 64", and began bundling it with the 
computer. In general, GEOS is a full fledged operating 
system loaded from disk. Specifically, this thing is a 
wonder system! 


What Does It Look Like? 
What the user sees upon booting up GEOS is an 
application called the "desktop", which is the file 


manager. The desktop puts the user in the Window, Icon, 
Mouse, and Pointer environment. It is called a desktop 
because it was designed to resemble an actual desktop, 
complete with desktop "pad" and desk accessories such as 
a notepad notemaking program, calendar, alarm clock, 
and an on-screen calculator to name a few. It also uses a 
"page flipping” routine that mimics the actual "flipping" 
of a page on a real life deskpad. The convenience of this 
is that instead of having to load a directory, you can enter 
various programs from the deskpad as the programs 
reside on these pages. The average user had/has no real 
appreciation for the desktop, having originally purchased 
the program for the two major applications supplied on 
the boot disk, GeoWrite and GeoPaint. Unbeknownst to 
them however, is that upon booting, a new kernal (think 
of it as an operating system’s heart) is installed. The 
kernal, which stays memory resident, in addition to I/O 
and file handling is chock full of sophisticated graphics 
and string handling routines. 


GEOS shines in its ability to integrate graphics and text 
MacIntosh style. This was made possible by putting 
GEOS on the high resolution bit-mapped screen. It has a 
resolution of 320 by 200 pixels using 8K to display the 
screen. All characters on the screen are bit-mapped as are 
the graphics, making it possible for a user to create a 
graphic in GeoPaint and paint it into a document written 
in GeoWrite. THIS IS POWERFUL STUFF! 
Additionally, and most importantly, GEOS utilizes a file 
format called VLIR (Vertical Length Index Record). 
This filetype keeps an indexed table (a linked list) to the 
various records of a file. To the user, this means a data 
file can be created that exceed the length of available 
buffered memory set aside for data. GEOS creates the 
file, not the user as is the case with programs like 
Paperclip and other word processing programs. The user 
has a sense of virtual memory beyond the computer’s 
memory through GEOS’ module swapping. 
Sophisticated disk accessing routines take up 50% of the 
GEOS code. These routines are appropriately called 
"Disk Turbo". Disk Turbo was necessary as GEOS’ 
bit-mapped applications are memory-starved. Here is an 
example of how it works. In GeoPaint, the user draws in 
a window which is roughly 1/14 the size of an 8 1/2 X 11 
sheet of paper. When the user scrolls to a different 
location on the page, the disk drive (using the disk turbo 
routines) will swap out only that section of bitmap no 
longer visible, and load in (using the VLIR table) the 
appropriate data. In this manner, GeoPaint images over 
68K in size have been created. This 68K is in addition to 
the kernal, the GeoPaint application (over 30K in size), 
the screen memory and fonts and utilities etc., all on a 
64K computer! Today, over 4 years after its introduction 
there exists a broad base of applications and programs 
utilizing GEOS (over 500 of them) and this section will 
attempt to show them, review them, and explain them in 
upcoming issues. E 
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Amiga News 


by Rick Bilonick 


NewTek’s Video Toaster has been getting a lot 
of non-Amiga press coverage. The March issue of Byte 
magazine has an article on the toaster, although I 
haven’t yet had a chance to read it. Video Times 
magazine (Winter, 1990) had a big article by James B. 
Brandt, saying in part: "In case you haven’t heard, a 
full-blown editing suite, built around a Commodore 
Amiga 2500 and a Video Toaster, can produce almost 
the same broadcast-quality results as a system costing 
$100,000 or more." 

The February issue of AV Video has an article 
on 24-bit Amiga technology by Matt Drabick. AV 
Video was supposed to have published the winning 
entries in their annual Amiga graphics contest in last 
month’s issue. They had to delay publication due to the 
number of entries. Due to space restrictions this month, 
they are again delaying the publication of the winning 
submissions although the winners have been notified. 
All winning submissions will be published in the March 
issue. 

Commodore has officially introduced the 
Amiga 3000UX. This Amiga includes a 25-mhz 68030, 
math coprocessor, 8 megabytes of RAM, a 100-MB 
SCSI hard drive (optional 200 MB hard drive) and 
either a high resolution monochrome display or 1950 
multisync monitor. According to BYTE magazine 
(December, 1990), the Amiga 3000UX workstation has 
the most complete implementation of the new AT&T 
UNIX System V release 4. Amiga 3000UX’s come 
with both UNIX and AmigaDOS. With the 
introduction of the UNIX boxes, Commodore has 
lowered prices on all hardware except for monitors. 

Subscribers to Amiga Plus magazine will be 
getting subscriptions or subscription extensions to 
AmigaWorld. Apparently, AmigaWorld has purchased 
Amiga Plus, I would assume because Amiga Plus was 
not doing very well. 

User’s of 32-bit Amigas (68020 and 68030 
chips, i.e 2000’s equipped with 68020 and 68030 
accelerators, 2500’s and 3000’s) have always been 
using the 32-bit Amiga operating system (usually 
referred to as AmigaDOS). Its the same operating 
system used on Amiga 500’s and 1000’s. Of course, 
even Amiga users must "suffer", since Amiga 500’s and 
2000’s are currently limited to "only" no more than 
9MBs of memory. Amiga 3000’s are limited to no 


more than 1 gigabyte! While unfortunate people in the 
MS-DOS world labor under 640kb (that’s 0.64 MB - 
not even 1 MB!) restrictions on memory and 16-bit 
operating systems (DOS, Windows, OS/2), Amiga 
users have been taking advantage of advanced 
hardware and software for years. Of course, Microsoft 
and IBM keep planning to introduce true 32-bit 
operating systems. Who knows, someday we may 
even see them. Its difficult to know when to believe 
them, especially since IBM claims that OS/2 is a 
graphical user interface. I guess IBM just has lower 
standards or simply doesn’t understand what the term 
"graphical user interface" means! (If you have ever 
tried to use OS/2 you would know what I mean.) 
According to the January 28, 1991 issue of 
COMPUTERWORLD, Microsoft and IBM are still 
fighting over Windows and OS/2 ("OS/2 partners hit 
roadblock" by Patricia Keefe). They seem to be going 
in different and noncompatible directions. According 
to Keefe quoting an unnamed source: "I don’t think 
[Microsoft] fully understands the depths of IBM’s 
feeling of animosity and betrayal toward them." Of 
course, IBM has a right to feel paranoid. You would 
too if any third world country had the technology to 
clone your equipment! 

A recent article in DATAMATION (January 
15, 1991 - Jeff Moad) had more bad news for OS/2. 
"Those looking for new productivity packages will find 
that OS/2 is in for a long winter’s nap." They see DOS 
hanging around indefinitely with all its warts (although 
640kb RAM restriction and lack of multitasking are 
more like a birth defects(!) than cosmetic problems.) 
Moad goes on to say: "... a single PC operating system 
standard is now a thing of the past." 


Amiga Sig ...Continued from page 3 

impressive animations. We should also have the March 
issue of the Amiga Video Magazine. This issue will be 
covering NewTek’s Video Toaster among a number of 
other topics. Amiga Video Magazine is carried on 
cable stations and is an hour long show devoted entirely 
to Amiga computers, peripherals, and software. The 
PCG Amiga SIG shows a new video issue every month. 


I won’t be able to attend the March 17th meeting. T1 
be in New York City attending the AmigaWorld Expo 
Show (March 15-17) at the Hilton. (See the February 
issue of the PCG Newsletter for information on 
upcoming Amiga shows.) Our president, Neal Kushner 
will be hosting the March Amiga SIG meeting. i 
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The Amiga Librarian 


by Neal R. Kushner 


The Secretary 
by John (BBS) Mulcahy 


Hello out there! The weather here is fine, how is 
it with you? I don’t have any new disks this month due 
to my work load and the general lack of donations by 
our members. If you have a PD disk that you think we 
don’t give me a call. This months topic is Electronics 
and Hardware and it doesn’t lend it’s self to a software 
disk as it does to hardware components. Next month is 
Animation and I will be putting together a list of 
animation and demo disks we have. So until next month 
see you. 


We are still trying to complete our Fred Fish 
library. We have all the disks from 1 to 403 except 62, 
63, 321-324, 328, 329, 331-336, 338-341, 344, 
347-349, 351-372, 374-376, 378, 380-382, 384-387, 
390, 392, 394-395, 397, 399-401. If you can help us fill 
in the blank spots in our collection we will reward you 
with a disk of ours for a disk of yours. Thanks ! 


3 1/2" blank Sony disks DSDD $.80ea 


Lee | 
i | 
| Amiga disk of the month $3 1st, $2 2nd. 
| 


If you know what you want please call and leave an 
order at 828-3505 between 6pm and 9pm or a leave a 
message on the PCGBBS to Neal Kushner by the 
Friday before the meeting at midnight. This will greatly 
help speed up your delivery. 


Your Humble Amiga Librarian, 
Neal R Kushner | 


Meeting: Sunday, 2-10-91 

Here are the minutes for the last Board of Directors 
meeting. There is no fluff in the following article. These 
recording of minutes is short and precise. I regret that in the 
pui I haven’t been able to record the minutes (well actually 

have been recording the minutes, but have not been putting 
them in the newsletter) but that is going to change. 

Neal Kushner motioned to dispense with the normal 
order of operations. Motion was seconded by Reg Ney. 

Neal Kushner brought up in his opening remarks that 
all offices (including but not limited to Secretary and 
Treasurer) should file reports to be included in the following 
month’s Newsletter. 

Next topic brought up was the elections for office 
next year. Neal Kushner and Nick Kish will not be running 
for their respective offices for another term. 

Neal Kushner acting in the department of Amiga 
Librarian said that he would be unable to attend the February 
17th group meeting. He then asked Rick Bilonick to perform 
his demo of the PCG Amiga Library during the Amiga SIG 
meeting. He also reported that he has "lots" of Library disks 
containing games compressed in the ZOO format. 

The format of the membership meetings was 
discussed. February is a review of gaming, March is 
electronics. April is animation. May is various computer 
utility programs in addition to the Board of Directors 
elections. June will center on Word Processing. 

Nomination Ballots will be passed out at the 
February Meeting. Bob Agostino is going to call people on 
the phone asking them to run for office. 

Motion on the floor by Bob Agostino to change the 
Director of Member Education to the Director of Public 
Relations. Motion seconded by John Mulcahy. Motion by 
Reg Ney to table the previously mentioned motion in lieu of 
written proposals. Motion seconded by John Mulcahy. Vote 
unanimous. 

Marilyn Richards acting in the Department of 
64/128 Librarian reported on her total sales, distribution of 
PD disks, letters and diskettes to and from other user groups. 
She then brought up the contacting the author of "The 1541 
Survival Kit" in order to obtain permission to reprint the 
manual. 

Mark Snowden acting in the department of Treasurer 
reported on the group’s finances. The Checkbook balanced. 

John Mulcahy acting in the department of Secretary 
representing the sysop of the PCG BBS (who is also the 
secretary himself) brought some ideas to think about to the 
BoD. Among these ideas was to look into hooking up and 
receiving FidoNet echoes. Another idea was to look into the 
use of free accounts in the commercial pay services (like 
GEnie and Plink) for the downloading of files for the BBS. 

Reg Ney acting in the department of Past President 
asked various members of the BoD about the arrangements 
of the phone line for the 64 SIG meeting. 

That concludes the minutes of the Board of Directors 
meeting on February 10, 1991. 
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64/128 Librarian...Continued from page 5 

"62, Disk Error, File not found" and two options. 
"Space to retry" accesses the disk drive and shows the 
same screen. "STOP to ignore” starts the instructions 
for the game. It is a two-player, 
drop-the-block-to-fill-the-line puzzle. It is not as easy 
as you might think. Documentation is included on the 
disk. 


STEREOPLAYER v10 is a SID player with five songs 
and graphics. 


NOTEPAD128.v1.3 by Robert Woodall is a simple 
wordprocessing program used to generate and store 
short memos or lists that do not require the 
sophisticated editing capabilities of much larger word 
processors. Load the program from the directory or by 
typing LOAD "note*",8 <cr> then RUN. NOTEPAD 
features wordwrap, full line editor, selective delete, 
autoload and save. The commands remain at the top of 
the text window. The text area is numbered on the left 
side with 12 lines, 50 characters per line. Commas are 
not permitted in the notepad text. The cursor is 
disabled in the TEXT mode, but does function in EDIT 
mode so there is no need to retype the whole line. After 
a save, NOTEPAD disappears, restoring the system 
screen. This program was originally designed as a 
subroutine in a larger program. The author gives 
directions on how to use it as such. 


SPEADSHEET-1.9 is for the C128 in 40 columns. 
Load the program from the directory. The Spreadsheet 
program supports the following functions 


maximum number in Row/Column text data 
minumum number in Row/Column numerical data 
numerical computations copy text data 
loading/saving file mandatory text 
cell sizing & alignment 


Before starting, it is suggested that you read the 
documentation. The docs are stored as a program file. 
They can be printed out with a wordprocessor or with 
BLAZE (a 128 file reader that reads files stored as 
program files). In order to use other file readers, it may 
be necessary to change the program file to a sequential 
file. i 


XT BRIDGEBOARD (640KB) 

XT Bridgeboard for sale. Also included is an 
additional memory card that brings the total memory to 
640 KB (which is needed for most software). $275 for 
both. Call Rick at 412/831-4509 (office) if interested. 


NEW COMMODORE C64C COMPUTERS 

New C64C computers for $75 each. These are 
little-used floor demos with full factory warranties. Call 
Al Taffel at 854-4898 or leave a message on the PCG 
BBS. 


Stores Displaying PCG Newsletter 


The following stores carry products of interest to PCG members 
and provide an outlet for our newsletters: 


B. Dalton Books (South Hills Village Mall) - Books, magazines, 
and Amiga disk magazines. 

Border’s Books (Norman Center II - near South Hills Village) - 
Books and magazines. 

CDR Systems (Washington St, Swissvale, PA) - Amiga 
hardware, software, and magazines. 

Pittsburgh Computer Store (Rt. 51 near Century III Mall) - 
Amiga hardware, software, books, and magazines. 

Waldenbooks (South Hills Village) - Books and magazines. 
Games and Gadgets (Century III Mall) - Amiga, C64/128 
software. 

Electroniques Boutiques (Ross Park Mall) - Amiga, C64/128 
software. 

Babbages (South Hills Village) - C64/128 software. 

Babbages (Ross Park Mall) - C64/128 software. 

Micromaster (Aliquippa, PA) - Amiga hardware and software. 
Second Childhood (Beaver Falls) - C64/128 hardware and 
software. 

Carnegie Libraries (all branches) - PCG Newsletter. E 


PLAN FOR THESE 


UPCOMING DATES 


In order to save expensive phone calls, please mark these 
dates on your calendar. 
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